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Tanner’s
Quarterly Trade Circular

N nVERY 155Uk of our quarterly journal, a large proportion
[ of the space is taken up by articles on the present and
future prospects of the paper tride

In writing these articles, we do not profess to be experts,
but we huve written them dispassionately, and have given
as fair a picture as possible of the situation as it appeared
at the time of going 0 press. When we have looked ahead
we always seem (o have ended our articles on a note of
uncertainly, We eun counter thia by merely stating that
the future is alwuys uncertwin, and in our trade, at least
since the end of the war, the future has been and seems
likely 10 continue most uncertain. So long as paper s
mude mainly from imported raw mutenials ynd such imports
ate governed of necessity by the Treasury, the future will
‘emain nacertain.

We restarted issuing the journal as a link between ourselves
and our cuslomers, and we consider that the moin mierests
o our customers are the possibilities and probabilities of the
near fulure, Mufual confidence between buyer and seller
is the keynote of our company's policy. and we feel that such
articles help to cement this confidence. [T we are wrong.
fo doubt you will not hesitate to tell us!

In Furtherance of this ideal in these rather difficult days,
we have pulled aside the curtains and on page 11 we Zive
you our conception of the stock position now and during the
next few months

We would hasten to add that this informition only apphes
i pur stock When items are shown as short, it does not
mean that we are unable o supply, bt merely that demand is
tending 1o exceed replacements arriving from the mills, and
delivery ity be d'.‘:];::-t*-.l.

We trust that our custiomers will realise that this information
is for their assistance, and that the situation chapges very
quickly.



Current Affairs

SO FAR, S0 GOOD.

Tm5 FXPRESSION SUMS up the position 1n our trade to-day
ather adequately. The greatly increased demand for
paper which commenced in the early autumn of last year,
has continued and tends to increase. and there seems no
rzason why this tendency should not go on at least throughout
this year.

None of us are dismayed to see this increase in business,
but we are all worried as to how far and how good. The
general tone of business throughout the country remains
excellent, and unless there is a serious deterioration in the
balance of payments during the second half of 1954, this
high production with the resultant high rate of employment,
should continue.  With the return of most of the distnbution
of the food trade to private trading. vast quantities of addi-
tional paper and board are required. manufacturers and
distributors realising the value of sales appeal in packaging.
This all adds up 1o increased sales of paper and board. In
particular those grades of wrappings and boxboards which
are already in great demand and difficult to obtain. With
the high cost of newsprnint and limited tonnage, it is difficult
to obtain space for advertisements in the national dailies,
and other forms of more personal advertising are being used
by many of the larger companies. Such schemes invariably
use very big quantities of paper.

Deliveries from the mulls tend to lengthen, and they now
require several months o execule orders. Even esparto mulls
are wanting 10/12 weeks in most cases. Comnvertors and
users of regular supplies are therefore having o cover very
far im advance, and as m all such cases, they cover for the
maximum guantities  they consider they will reguire.
Whether we shall find that in the second half of the year
many of these users have more supplies coming forward
from the mills than they really require remains to be seen.

It would appear that demand now exceeds supply. but the
position is nothing like that reigning in 1951/1952. There
1S no pani¢ buying, and little demand for * job lots ™ unless
it be for a specific job. Our feeling is that the present
position is healthy. provided that the mills can keep up
output, with the reduced import guotas of raw materials,
and that delivery periods do not extend further than at

present.

P

One thing is still needed to stabilise the position, and that
is a small increase m import quotas for raw malerials and
paper and board. However, there seems little likelihood of
any major move in this direction, so long as this country
has to struggle to maintain the balance of payments.

The greatest danger therefore to the trade at the moment
is the possibility, nay, rather a probability of a rise in pulp
and esparto prices during the year. Unless sterling alloca-
tions to the mills are mcreased to compensate, all mills will
be faced with the necessity to curtail output. Likewise
sterling allocations to imporlers are buying less tonnage as
the price of forgign paper and board increase. These two
fucts could cause a serious shorlage, if consumption remains
at its present level.

*

We take this opportunity of congratulating our chairman,
Mr. Arthur Tanner and Mrs. Tanner. on the celebration of
their golden wedding anniversary on January 9th, 1954

*

Following the sharp increase in the charges for telegrams,
it may interest our customers (o realise that our telegraphic
address counts as two words only, Tanner-Fleel, London.

This concession 18 granted to very few companies, and
dates back a great number of years.

*

According 1o a UNESCO report Great Britain headed a
hist of 27 pations in the number of new books published in
1952, The number is given as 18,741,

®

The cover of our Journal is printed on our Chichester 3
sheet Chrome Royal Boards. and the lext on Tustration
70 Ibs. White Art, Double Medium.
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A Summer Cruise

ITH THE ARRIVAL of spring pur Lhoughts somewhat
naturally turn to prepurations for summer holidays.
When we received the following letter. we had no hesitation
in printing it, as we felt that it was of interest to those who
may have visited some of these places. and to others who
may be considering 4 holiday abroad,
We doubt however whether the illustrations, which have
of necessity had to be reduced, will do justice to the very
excellent photographs received.

MORTH COAST OF MADIERA

,r:.".':.b.'u.‘-' (e

Dear Editor,

The photos | enclose will, 1 hope. give some idea of a
very happy holiday cruise in August last year; and may be
of interest, as we are bepinning now to think about our next
sumimer holidays.

The first picture was taken on the north coast of Madeira

pur first port of call—and is considered by some enthu-
siasts to be one of the most beautiful views in the world

five






